THE   REMINISCENCES   OF   CARL  SCHURZ
interest it is to work mostly in the dark, and upon whom the
searchlight of public criticism cannot be.turned too relentlessly.
I mean the " party machines " and the " bosses."

That the treatment of puhlic characters in our press is not
always a heautiful spectacle will readily he admitted. But in
a democracy there are,, unavoidably, many things, not bad in
themselves, that do not furnish a beautiful spectacle; and if we
were to remove everything from the workings of our free insti-
tutions that is not beautiful in appearance, there would soon be
an end of popular government altogether. In its very nature
a democracy cannot be esthetically perfect or entirely inoffen-
sive to sensitive nerves. We find full compensation in its bless-
ings for its roughnesses. It is often said that many persons of
fine sensibilities will not take an active part in public life on
account of the liberties which the press will take with their
names. Such persons may be otherwise very estimable, but
their public spirit surely lacks the true temper. They are like
men who would serve their country as soldiers only on condi-
tion that they be not compelled to march over muddy roads, or
to listen among their comrades to language not fit for ears
polite.

In our days, especially since the assassination of President
McKinley, there has been much outcry against the freedom
with which the conduct and the character of the executive head
of the National Government is being discussed, and much de-
mand that, at least, the presidential office and the person of the
occupant of it, should be specially protected by law against dis-
respectful treatment. And this demand has been reinforced
by the assertion that assassination is apt to be incited by any
discussion of public affairs or any criticism of the conduct of
the government calculated to make the chief magistrate appear
as an unworthy or dangerous person. To be sure, the presi-
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